A journalist is a grumbler, a censurer, a giver of advice, a regent of sovereigns, a tutor of
nations. Four hostile newspapers are more to be feared than a thousand bayonets.
-- Napoleon Bonaparte

In the real world, nothing happens at the right place at the right time. It is the job of
journalists and historians to correct that -- Mark Twain

Every journalist owes tribute to the evil one -- Jean de La Fontaine

In America the President reigns for four years, and Journalism governs for ever and ever
-- Oscar Wilde
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Date: 13/06/2005

Education: Unique Literacy programme (130 local students
trained over 2000 illiterates)

NGO chalks out 100-day
news-literacy strategy

By D Seeenatd

Kadapa, June 12: In 100 days, this
NGO promises to turn illiterates into
people with nose for news,

The NGO- it-rural.com - will first
select some 2,000 inhabitants of 25
villages in Pulivendula mandal and
teach them alphabets. This task will
be entrusted 1o 200 select students
from nearby educational institutions
and not trained teachers. The bring-
ing together of illiterates and stude-
nis- transformed-into-teachers is
expected to instill a sense of dedica-
tion among all concerned.

The classes will be held at flexible
timings allowing the villagers to
work in the fields in the mornings.

The curriculum has been prepared
by it-rural.com. The NGO also sup-

EDUCATION

plies black boards, chalk, slates, st-
ory books and visual aids. In ordef 1o
provide a better understanding to
the participants of the training clas-
ses, the NGO has already installed
compulters at the panchayat offices
and other important government off-
ices in the village.

Started by service-minded NRIs, it-
rural.com, intends to prevent villag-
ers from being cheated by traders
and others. Project coordinator RM
Thiruchelvam says that illiteracy is
the biggest factor in low agricultural
productivity, backwardness of the
rural areas and ignorance of welfare
programmes.

According to the tutors’ executive

coordinator Raja Kullayappa, the in-
itial results have been encouraging,
especially from women.

tutors were trained about
teaching methods by professionals
and a 35- member student monitor-
ing team has also been formed, Kul-
layappa explained.

“After a few classes we gained conf-
idence that we can also read and wr-
ite within a short time, and it would
definitely help us in our day to day
life," says Eswar Reddy of E Kotha-

village.
p‘a"m"'i’e h:ﬁz to read for ourselves the
postcards, addressed to us,” said
Veeramma of Errapalli village.

After the successful execution of
this project, we will extend the pro-
gramme to other parts of the district,
Thiruchelvam stated.
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Business: Collective Deals Helps Smaller & Marginal
Farmers Too, To Directly Sell Produces To Markets
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Business Beyond Profit: ICT for Integrated Rural
Development
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Agriculture: ICT for Crop Life-Cycle Management

AHDHRA PRADESH

Portal to
prosperity

Farmers of Pulivendia
village go hi-tech

By Lalita byer
T e goscud life for Pulivendla farm-

ers is just a mouse click away.
Recently, Singapore retail chain
Mohamemed Mustafa & Samsuddin
Co placed an anline onder worth Bs
20,0 for B0k of sweet hemon they
grew in their fields. It would have
fecched Rs 1,500 in the local market.
The campany is planning to airlift
another tonne of farm-fresh sweet
lemon, and other fruits like banana
and pomegranate, which are grown
in 4000 acres in Pulivendla and
nearhy mandals of Kadapa district in
the dry Rayalaseema region.
Facilitating this glebal exposure
w farmers in about 30 villages of
Pulivendla, which is the hometewn
of Chief Minister ¥.5. Rajasekhara
Reddy, is it-rural.com, It also gives

v farmers conmprebensive information

abour crop patterns, nature of soil,
crop diseases and remedies.

The Web site is the braimchild of
a group of young IT professionals
Jed by B.M. Thiruchehvam. Six years
aqge, har and his classmanes sobd cheir
suecessful dotcom venture, getha-
sticket.com, o start it-ruralcom.
Thirwchelvam's friends, who have
since left for the U5, a2l fund their
pet praject. They have spent Rs 55
lakh till nomw,

Before embarking on the new ven-
turi, the team did an expensive study
of the sacial, economic and sdmin-
istrative problems in rural India.
With the help of Loyala College in
Pulivendla, they surveved 3000
farens and 30,000 families in the
region to create s database of culti-
vatiom practices, each farmer’s land
sive and location, and sail analyses.
Apriculoeral graduates manage the

in all the 11 panchay

Awareness programemes for farmers,
bank officials and fertiliser and pesti-
cide shap cwners followed, = Initially,
the farmers were pessimistic,” said
Thiruchelvam. “But piw they have
realised that Internet technology can
e used for invegrated rural develop-
mEnt”

Prakash Reddy. a young farmer in
Archavelli, no loager buys groundnus
seeds ar random, but browses the Net

*| to select seeds suitable for his land

and the climate. Rama Ssbba Reddy.a
retired agriculoural selemtise, s avail-
ahlieon call for sdwvice an an alteraate
crop, a particular pesticide or 3 new
seed.

Thanks to Thiruchelvam's
Ingervention, masala factories in
Caoimbatore have agreed to bay red
chillies and lentils from Pulivendla
farmers.

MNext an his mission is Hlceracy
and malnarrition. Many farmers
have come forward to pay for mid-
day meals im schools and to sapport
lineracy programmes,

The state has signed am Mol with
Thiruchehvam tosetup 1400 t-rural.
com centres in Kadapa, The National
Association of Sofrware and Service
Companies {Nasscom), too, has
signed a contract with him to create
a database for its raral partmers. B
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Technovators: ICT for Integrated Rural Development
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SREENIVAS JAVALA
HYDERABAD, AUGUST4

IX software engineers
S who invested their own

money to take agricul-
ture research o farmers
through information and com-
munication technology find
themselves in a spot because
the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment has reneged on its
promise to fund the project.

The pilot project it-
ruralcom,  which  was
praised by the Food and
Agriculture  Organisation
(FAQ) as a “remarkable
venture”, enabled 40,000
farmers in Pulivendula man-
dal of Kadapa district to use
latest agricultural practices
which helped them increase
earnings. The home district
of the late Y S Rajasekhara
Reddy, Kadapa is now the
turfof his son and MP Jagan
Mohan Reddy who, with his
aspirations for the CM's job,
has been giving the Congress
sleepless nights.

As CM, YSR had asked
the engineers to take the
project to all of Kadapa and
later o other districts. He
sanctioned funds under the
Centre’s Rashtriya Krishi
Vikas Yojana which encour-
ages innovative projects.
Since YSR'sdeath, the team
has been trying to procure
funds without success.

Date: 05-Aug-2010

The undue setback

FROM THE SOUTH

YSR’s IT plan for farmers
hits Andhra wall

Agriculture Department’s
Special Chief Secretary
Racheal Chatterjee said:
“We thought the IT Depart-
ment should handle it. Sowe
transferred  the  project
there. 1 dont know what
happened after.”

Under the projeet, each
farmer was given advice on
the latest agricultural prac-
tices based on the size of his
land, soil quality of the field
and suitable crops to be
sown, and the quality of
seeds tobe used. The project
created a database of all
farmers in Pulivendula, the
composition of soil in each
field, carlier crops, discases,
water quality, seeds and fer-
tilisers used.

During the first phase of
the project, farmers not only
increased their earnings but
due to the good quality of the

~
f. o N

Ascientist helps farmers as part of the project

crops, received orders from
Singapore for supply of
sweet lime and pomegran-
ates, while several retail out-
lets placed orders for other
harvests.

“For four years, we walked
hundreds of miles through
the mandal. Since it was our
pilot project, we had no
salaries. We spentover Rs 10
lakh of our own money to
sustain the project as well as
ourselves,” said Tamil Nadu-
based Thiruchelvam Ra-
makrishnan who initiated
the project.

The project took off in
2006 and the team mapped
20,000 acres of agricultural
land owned by 40,000 farm-
ers in 30 villages under 12
panchayats of Pulivendula
mandal,

As the project was being
tested in Pulivendula, YSR

took a keen interest and
asked the team to submit a
proposal to receive funding
of Rs 2.7 crore under the
Rashtriva Krishi Vikas Yo-
jana to take it to the next
level. The project was ap-
proved by the state-level
committee for agriculture,
and the state-level sanction-
ing committee okayed the
funding of the project. But
from here on, the entire pro-
ject got caught in a bureau-
cratic tangle and the file was
transferred through many
departments.

“When we got a chance,
we told YSR who demanded
answers from officers of the
departments through which
the file had passed. He was
told that since the state share
of Rs 920 crore under the
Rashtriva Krishi Vikas Yo-
jana had been cut down to
Rs 300 crore, funds could not
be allocated for this project.
A week before his death,
YSR called us and said he
was putting the project on
hold temporarily till he could
arrange funds from some
other source. Till now we
have made presentations
and got clearances from
three Chief Secretaries,
three Principal Secretaries of
Agriculture, and three Com-
missioners of Agriculture,
but the file hasn’t moved,”
said Thiruchelvam.
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Government needs to harness IT for innovative Agriculture
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HINDU IT Solutions For Farmers’ Woes
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Press Meet Coverage at Madurai On Veppankulam Initiative




Date: 22-11-18

Press Meet Coverage at Madurai On Veppankulam Initiative
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FaceBook

The Hindu

Times of India

Global Bihari


https://globalbihari.com/farmers-agitation-resolving-the-minimum-support-price-issue/
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/19dqADdYUs/?mibextid=oFDknk
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/branding-their-rice-veppankulam-farmers-script-a-success-story/articleshow/74182667.cms
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/ict-based-solution-to-farmers-problems/article20631097.ece

... With your support and guidance, we would
accomplish our mission of “Transforming Rural
Sector Through ICT’

Thanking You
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